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27/01/20—Year 4 
London Zoo Trip  
 
07/02/20—3TC 
Class Assembly  
 
10/02/20 + 
11/02/20—Year 5 
Cassiobury Park Trip 
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Kenmore Park Junior School 

Newsletter Newsletter Date :  

24-01-2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Firstly, thank you to the parents who have filled in the 
homework survey. This is still open for another week and I 
will let you know the results soon. So far just under half, 
about 158, parents have filled in the survey. Over 95% of 
those who have responded agree that the school should 
give regular homework and about 68% think that the cur-
rent arrangements have got it about right. However, in all 
of the other questions views are completely split which is 
probably going to make my job much harder - I can’t please all of the par-
ents all of the time. The school is using your opinions as a basis for a staff 
discussion around homework i.e what role we feel that it takes and if it 
enhances the children’s learning etc. We will be asking the children about 
their views on homework as well. More of this debate will follow in future 
weeks. 

Pokemon Cards (and other small toys) 
 
Pokemon cards are becoming the bane of my life. The children really enjoy 
playing, trading and talking about them. However, the negative side of 
these cards is that some children are getting upset after they have 
swapped them or are focusing on them during classwork time. The teach-
ers and lunchtime leaders are having to deal with more disputes about 
them. I also know that some parents are getting frustrated with them as 
their children are forcing them to buy them! I do not want to ban them as 
many of the children enjoy playing with them and most do so responsibly. 
 
The general rule of thumb that we have adopted in the past is that if they 
are not causing arguments and if the children are not playing with them 
during lessons then it is okay for them to have them in school. 
 
I would like to suggest a few ground rules for both parents and pupils 
alike: 
 
 You do not let your child force you to buy them any in the shops - 

they are not compulsory. 
 
 The cards, (or other small toys), are your child's responsibility and if 

they get lost / stolen the school cannot be held responsible. There-
fore if they have any precious cards / toys that they would be very 
upset if they lost - keep them at home. 

 
 The school staff will not spend ages sorting out disputes - it takes 

away from learning time. The children will need to be able to sort 
most of the minor disputes themselves. 

 
If in doubt please advise your child to keep 
their cards / toys at home. Please only let 
them bring in things that they would not get 
too upset if they get lost. 
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Quote of the 

Week 

I love having 
fish fingers 
and chips on 

a Friday 
lunchtime!  
- Year 4  

Car Safety 

Please re-

member to 

use the un-

official one 

way system 

at drop off 

and pick up 

times. 

 

School Website 

Address. 

 

Lunches 
 
You should have received a ParentMail earlier this week about healthy 
school packed lunches. We know that if your child has a hot school meal 
from the canteen they are eating healthily. The kitchen has to operate 
under very strict guidance from the Government about what they are al-
lowed to put into the hot lunches, e.g. no salt and very little sugar content. 
The meals have to be checked by a nutritionist to make sure that they 
meet these guidelines. 
 
The same cannot be said for the children brining in packed lunches. I know 
that most parents put a lot of care and effort into their child’s lunch and 
ensure that there is a range of healthy food. However, some parents do 
not always manage to do this. Some examples are a child who was given a 
packet of custard creams for their lunch or a child that was given two jam 
doughnuts. If the children are not given a healthy lunch and are filled up 
with sugar products their academic work is not as good in the afternoon - 
they have a sugar rush and lack concentration and focus. 
 
Please can you avoid putting in sugary or fat laden food into your child's 
lunch such as chocolate, crisps and sweets. Please make sure that you do 
include healthy options such as fruit and vegetables. We do not want to 
control what you give your child for lunch but we do have a duty of care to 
help your child grow into a healthy adult. If you are in a hurry that morn-
ing they can always opt to have a school meal for that day as long as they 
have money on their account. 
 
Please see the link below for more 
information on healthy eating.  
 
https://kpjs.harrow.sch.uk/
healthyeating.html  

Absences 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school please can I ask that you 
let the office know by 9:00 or 9:30am at the very latest. If your child is 
ill call the school, (you can leave a message on the answer phone) or email 
the school, using the ParentMail app (notify absence), or pop in in person. 
We will need to know your child’s name, class and reason for absence. 
Please also note that if your child has either been sick or had diarrhoea 
then they must be kept off school for 48 hours after their last bout of 
illness. This is to prevent germs from spreading to other children in the 
school. 
 
We have a legal responsibility to check that the children are safe, either 
at home, with their parent or at school. If you don’t let us know we have to 
physically check if your child is in school and then call you to find out 
where they are. This takes up a lot of office staff time.  

 
If your child has a medical / dental appointment first thing 
in the morning could you also please let the school office 
know (not the class teacher) prior to the appointment.  
Many thanks for your help with this. 

https://kpjs.harrow.sch.uk/healthyeating.html
https://kpjs.harrow.sch.uk/healthyeating.html


Year 6 Bikeability 
 
Year 6 have been offered the opportunity to do Bikeablity Level 2 train-
ing, (like the old Cycling Proficiency test). Forms were given out to the 
children and these need to be returned to the office by Monday. Any 
spare places will then be offered to Year 5 pupils. 

Year 5 Gilwell Park 
 
There are still two places available for the residential journey when the 
children enter Year 6. When they are gone - they are gone and we cannot 
add extra children to the trip, (against fire regulations). If you are inter-
ested please contact the office / Mr Baumring for more details. 
 

Joke of the Week  
 

What is a pirates average grade? Somewhere in the high C’s.  


